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My association with this school dates back to the year 1915.
Despite numerous engagements, I have come here at the request
of Seth Mangaldas and Pranshankar. This is a small school for
the deaf and dumb, but I have undertaken the task of running a
school for thousands of the deaf and dumb and of removing the
privation caused by ignorance. A person like Seth Mangaldas
cannot get away with it by merely donating a small sum. One
business man of Ahmedabad alone can run such a school.
Ahmedabad has the capacity to run many such schools. We can
show our gratitude to God for gifts of speech and sight by ren-
dering some service to such deaf and dumb persons. Shri Pran-
shankar gave you a report of the school but did not tell you how
it came into existence. One of his own sons was deaf and dumb
and because he was convinced that he should receive an education,
he began teaching him; later on because he combined the welfare
of others with self-interest, this school came into existence. It
should be a common thing to combine social service with self-
interest. But it is difficult to persuade people in Ahmedabad where
everyone has started accumulating wealth, to do welfare work
while pursuing their own interest. Shri Pranshankar has given
figures to show there are only three schools for the 70,000 deaf and
dumb in the province and out of two lakhs of deaf mutes in India
only 500 are looked after. From this we see that their education
has been neglected. We enable them to fill their stomachs by giving
them alms but neglect the important task of educating them. There
is a saying that an idle man rides on the shoulders of two. We
should not make these deaf mutes mere idlers but should train
them to make a living. Ahmedabad should not look elsewhere for
help for such schools but on the contrary it should give generous
donations to deserving outsiders. Talking of Ahmedabad, I
will draw your attention to one more matter. I have just come
across a book written by Dr. Hariprasad1 for the Gujarat Verna-
cular Society. He says in it that of all Indian cities Ahmedabad
has the highest death rate. Since among countries India has the
highest death rate, it follows that death rate in Ahmedabad is the

1 President of the Youth Association, Ahmedabad